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Purpose of Discussion
+ Develop consensus on a plan for disinterment and re-interment 

that allows the next phase of work at Oaklawn Cemetery to 
proceed this summer.



Constraints
+ A plan for re-interment is required prior to exhuming any 

remains; 
+ A Notice of Disinterment must be filed with Oklahoma State 

Department of Health if re-interment will be in the same 
cemetery; 

+ A Disinterment Permit must be applied for and granted by 
OSDH if re-interment will be in a different cemetery.



Authority
+ 63 O.S. §1-319(C) requires the consent of next of kin to submit 

a Notice of Disinterment/Re-interment or a Request for 
Disinterment Permit.

+ The remains at Oaklawn are currently unidentified, so we are 
unable to establish their legal representatives, descendants, or 
legal guardians.



Authority (cont.)
+ If the decedent was a person the final disposition of whose 

body is the financial responsibility of the state or a political 
subdivision of the state, the public office or employee 
responsible for arranging the final disposition of remains of the 
decedent may grant consent. See 21 O.S. §1158(9).

+ Accordingly, the City of Tulsa meets the statutory requirement 
to provide consent for a Notice of Disinterment/Re-interment or 
a Request for Disinterment Permit.





Scenarios
1) Forensic analysis is inconclusive or indicates 
individuals are not victims of the Tulsa Race Massacre

2) Forensic analysis indicates individuals are victims of 
the Tulsa Race Massacre (Original 18 and/or others)

Exhume
Analyze

Exhume
Analyze
DNA samples taken

Re-interment at Oaklawn Cemetery Place bodies in storage pending potential identification of 
next of kin through DNA analysis and genealogy (could take 
years)

-OR-

Re-interment at Oaklawn; Next of kin, if found through DNA, 
could obtain re-interment permit to move in the future

Memorialize search with descriptive plaque or monument at 
Oaklawn Cemetery

Memorialize those who were found and those who remain 
missing at Oaklawn, looking to Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier and memorials for Holocaust victims as examples



Proposal
+ File a Notice of Disinterment/Re-interment

– Both disinterment and re-interment to take place in Oaklawn 
Cemetery

– City of Tulsa will exercise authority under 21 O.S. §1158(9) to satisfy 
requirement for consent of the next of kin

– Physical Investigation Committee will continue planning and 
preparation for excavation at Oaklawn Cemetery this summer, 
including procurement of additional archeological services and 
funeral director services

– Public Oversight Committee to discuss memorial at February 
meeting



Thank You
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